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Abstract

Social inequality is one of the critical subjects of sociology and there is no doubt
that an entirely equal society remains a theoretical and abstract context. After all
inequality based on gender, age and social roles, and stigmatization and labeling
arising from them are common and a society free from them has not been yet
experienced. Gender inequality is one of the most important forms of social
inequalities. It has been said that the study of social stratification in sociological
thinkings is a malestream and women have been left out of studies in this field
accordingly. Gender inequality influences the social, cultural and economical
development indices, health, population control and social equality. In addition to
their indisputable role in development process, women normally deserve a high level
of equality in benefitting from cultural teachings. Gender inequality is a general and
lasting dimension of human societies. Individual distinctions including intrinsic and
motivational capabilities as well as various individual preferences, and the social
differences such as different life styles, rights, opportunities, rewards and
advantages granted by society and institutionalized lead to inequality.
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Introduction and Objective:

Gender inequality is one of the phenomena that can be seen in most human societies,
and as a social issue, like other social phenomena, it is affected by various factors
and on the other hand, it also affects other variables. The present study was
conducted with the aim of investigating the relationship between gender inequality
and cultural development of female students of Islamic Azad University of Tehran.

Methodology:

The research method was descriptive-correlation. The statistical population was all
female students of Tehran Islamic Azad University with a total of 457,381 people.
The sample size has been calculated using the multi-stage cluster sampling method
proportional to the volume and simple random equal to 382 people. In order to
collect data, a researcher-made questionnaire on cultural development (34 items)
and gender inequality (23 items) was used. Data analysis was done using Spss22
software.

Results:

The results showed that gender inequality in general[-0/711] and its dimensions such
as (cultural inequality[-0/675], social inequality[-0/662], economic inequality[-
0/483], symbolic inequality[-0/574]) have an inverse relationship with cultural
development. This means that with the reduction of gender inequality and its
dimensions, the level of cultural development will decrease.

Conclusion

Therefore, it is possible to strengthen cultural development and its components by
reducing gender inequality in society. Because as long as the women of a society are
in an unequal position compared to men, it cannot be expected that the institution of
the family has sufficient status and stability. On the other hand, women play a key
role in gender socialization of children.

There is a significant relationship between the level of social network use by
respondents and cultural development; a significant relationship is observed between
the level of satellite use by respondents and cultural development as well. There is a
strong correlation between these two variables. Considering the ever-increasing and
extensive use of the virtual social networks by majority of people, especially the
youth and students, their roles in cultural development is undeniable.

Unequal distribution of the symbolic capital (gender inequality dimension) with the
cultural development dimensions shows an inverse relationship between unequal
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cultural capital distribution variable (gender inequality dimension) and attitude
toward life (strong correlation), and optimism nature (strong correlation). Moreover,
correlation investigations explored the strongest correlation between attitude toward
life and optimism nature; in whitch case the more unequal symbolic capital
distribution, the less attitude toward life and optimism nature.

Unequal distribution of the economic capital (gender inequality dimension) with the
cultural development dimensions shows an inverse relationship between unequal
economic capital distribution variable (gender inequality dimension) and rationality
(strong correlation), and confidence (medium correlation), and justice (medium
correlation), and perception of competition (medium correlation). Furthermore,
correlation investigations explored the strongest correlation with rationality; it
means that the more unequal economic capital distribution, the less rationality.
Perception of competition variable showed a strong correlation as well; in whitch
case the more unequal economic capital distribution, the more perception of wealth
and the more utilization of the available resources which indicates per se a
development-opposing culture.

Unequal distribution of the social capital (gender inequality dimension) with the
cultural development dimensions shows an inverse relationship between unequal
economic social distribution variable (gender inequality dimension) and confidence
(strong correlation), and justice (strong correlation). Moreover, correlation
investigations explored the strongest correlation between confidence and justice; it
means that the more unequal social capital distribution, the less confidence and
justice.

Keywords: Gender Inequality, Cultural Development, Woman, Social Capital
Inequality, Economic Capital Inequality, Cultural Capital Inequality.
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