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Introduction

Urban housing policy, as one of the most important areas of urban policy has always
been considered by urban planners and policymakers. While some populist policies
of development with the aim of maximizing adaptation to the conditions of target
group, especially their income, have undergone theoretical reductionism and in long
run negative economic, physical, environmental, political and socio-cultural effects;
trying to reduce these effects is sometimes difficult or costly. In this regard, the
"Mehr Housing Plan™ has been reviewed in this article, which is seen in the strategic
housing document of the country in 2006 and in paragraph "d" of the 2007 budget
law, with emphasis on the low-income target group. This comes while, although the
Mehr housing plan was initially welcomed by many homeless people, it later led to
reflection among thinkers, especially after the earthquake and its aftermath in some
areas where the plan was implemented. They questioned whether it was appropriate
to delegate decision-making to the people themselves and to separate these lower-
income brackets from the housing supply cycle. More than a decade after the
proposal and implementation of this plan, despite visible adverse effects and
consequences, a suitable replacement has yet to be found, and undeniable problems
and damages resulting from this disorder have emerged in the cities. This has led to
the recognition of the Mehr housing plan, at least in terms of its alignment with the
economic capabilities of its target group, as a populist or appeal-driven policy.
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Methods

The approach of present study is qualitative based on the semi-structured researcher-
made questionnaire by purposeful interview at the level of knowledgeable experts.
Out of a total of 22main codes and 22identified related concepts, 15main categories
have been extracted and analyzed in the form of 4main research questions. The
reliability of qualitative research, related to the "credibility" of the results, depends
on the methods used for the research and the maintenance of the "decision-making
path” by the researcher. This means that the researcher’s decisions should be clear
and transparent, such that another independent researcher should be able to arrive at
similar or comparable findings.The results and the identified coding were reviewed
with participants, colleagues, and experts in the field. Additionally, the authors
individually and collectively reached similar codes. Ultimately, interview data were
simultaneously analyzed using a method of constant comparative analysis. The
acceptability of the data, including the acceptability of the data and the collection of
authentic data, was ensured through various methods such as ongoing verification,
simultaneous data analysis, feedback to interviewees, allowing adequate time,
selecting key informants, and conducting peer review. The data in this study were
also examined and evaluated in terms of credibility and trustworthiness; as Noble
and Smith (2015) state regarding the validity of data in qualitative studies, it is
essential to avoid introducing the researcher’s personal opinions or any biases
related to the research topic.

Results

According to the findings, in the Mehr housing project, 7 characteristics of populism
that can be traced in the idea, implementation and trends of the project have been
identified and explained. Emphasis is placed on results orientation and immediate
effectiveness of plans, instead of quality orientation, as well as polarization and
border and text conflicts. All this has led to the reproduction of social polarization,
leading to an increase in class gap, severe inflation and budget deficit; Finally,
despite the success in some areas, at least in terms of culture and lifestyle, it is
facing fundamental problems. The commaodification of urban housing in the country
and the low financial capacity of households in low-income groups, along with
significant class disparities and their relatively rapid growth in recent years, have led
low-income households to prioritize the issue of "having shelter and refuge." This
has caused them to overlook other essential features needed for urban housing
development (based on necessities and cost considerations). Consequently,
individuals are compelled to accept changes even in their lifestyle and cultural
patterns, as they do not have the capability to cover the qualitative costs of housing
development.
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Discussion

The Mehr Housing Plan has successfully helped many low-income individuals to
become homeowners, albeit with a decline in certain qualities of housing and
sometimes reducing the concept of housing provision to simply "creating a physical
shelter.”" In the not-so-distant future, this will inevitably alter individuals' lifestyles.
This change in lifestyle has occurred indirectly due to the financial inability of the
target income group of the plan and will have long-term, irreparable effects on both
the form and model of housing, to the extent that it may undermine local cultural
foundations. While it was expected that urban elites and specialists would help
revive the qualitative aspects of this plan, it ultimately fell short due to weak
theoretical foundations, lack of sufficient empirical background, and inadequate
technical-expert evaluations, further leading to an inability to achieve quantitative
and qualitative standards. As a result, the Mehr Housing Plan has led to a
transformation in lifestyle and architectural models in Iranian-Islamic contexts,
particularly in intermediate and smaller cities. Additionally, many opportunities for
leveraging social capital, community participation, incremental development, or the
restoration and revitalization of the dilapidated fabric of these cities were neglected
or forgotten following the injection of public (and private/sponsored) capital into
Mehr housing projects.
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