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Introduction

Increasing the amount of social capital in society, along with the positive effects of
increasing the quality of life, economic, social, and political development, an
efficient system, adherence to norms and values, family strength, dynamic social
order, and especially improving the levels and performance of various social
security systems for citizens in society, will bring about a sense of social security.
Social capital pays attention to the communication and participation of the members
of an organization and can be used as a tool to reach economic capital, and by
providing an environment of trust, participation, and creating a context of non-
authoritative supervision, it can overshadow the actions between individuals and
social groups, and by affecting their way of activity and acceptance by society, it
attracts the ability of collective and voluntary organization of individuals and social
groups to achieve specific goals and uses it to develop and solve various social
issues, including the issue of security.

Therefore, social capital forms the main infrastructure of any society for growth and
development, and as much as societies can accumulate this capital, they can also
take steps towards growth and development and benefit from the benefits of
development.

Furthermore, in the studies and reviews that have been conducted on the factors that
create economic growth, less than 50% of growth has been attributed to the main
factors of production (labor, capital, land) and the rest to qualitative factors such as
social capital and human capital. And, in some of his studies, social capital has been
proposed as the foundation of human capital.
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Therefore, social capital can be considered as a factor of sustainable growth. In
various studies, it has been seen that there is no alignment between theoretical topics
and the findings of empirical studies regarding the effect of social capital on growth,
which requires more studies in this field.

Iran has many borders with its neighbors, whose insecurity has caused concerns for
the border residents and the central government.

If in the past, after emphasizing physical capital, human capital was emphasized,
today the emphasis is on improving social and cultural capital.

Moreover, in Iran, the issue of land development is discussed with regard to the
acceptance of unbalanced growth and lack of resources, therefore, the confirmation
or disconfirmation of the effect of social capital on economic growth and the
convergence of the border provinces of Iran, with regard to the issue of land
development, becomes doubly important.

Therefore, the current research seeks to find out whether different dimensions of
social capital have a positive effect on economic growth in Iran or not. In general, is
the hypothesis of convergence in Iran's border provinces based on social capital
variables?

Literature Review

In their recent article, Dai Karimzadeh et al. (2012) examined the convergence or
divergence of income between D-8 countries from 1965 to 2009. For this purpose,
three approaches were used, namely Sikma convergence test, tile tests and unit root
tests of panel data. The results of these three methods all indicate the divergence of
incomes between the member countries of this group.

Materials and Methods

In this study, social capital was determined using different dimensions. It should be
noted that the variables were selected based on foreign studies, but due to the lack of
these indicators prepared for the border provinces of the country, information was
extracted based on statistics in this study. Thus, for the variables of the number of
cases of embezzlement, bribery, and bounced checks and the number of
participation in various elections, the data were provided separately for the border
provinces from the Statistics Center. First, to prevent spurious regression, the
reliability of the variables is examined, for which purpose the Levine and Lane
(1992) test is used, and then the models are estimated using the panel data
estimation method using the eviews 10 software.

Conclusion

Based on the estimation of the study model, which initially uses the social trust
criterion, this variable provides an appropriate measure of the stock of social capital
that appears in the convergence formula, which results in the ratio of physical capital
and the average level of years of education as human capital and social trust have a
positive effect on economic growth. It can be clearly seen that this initial level of
human capital can improve the growth of per capita income in the border provinces
of the country.
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Moreover, the social participation variable, by measuring social capital, has a
positive effect on the growth of per capita income in the country's border provinces,
and ultimately, different dimensions of social capital have different growth effects
based on the level of development of the province. However, per capita income at
different levels in the border provinces does not converge, and there is always a
difference between the growth of per capita income in the border provinces of Iran.
To justify this difference, we must refer to the different levels of infrastructure
investment in these provinces.

Keywords: Provinces of Iran, Data Panel, Economic Growth, Social Capital,
Convergence
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