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1. Introduction

Popular beliefs, as one of the basic categories of the folklore of nations, on one
hand, can accelerate the process of sustainable development in its social, economic
and environmental dimensions, and on the other hand, it can prevent the
development process. Due to their intuitive nature, this group of opinions has always
been disputed and has brought some positive and negative directions.

Research Question
1. Can popular beliefs be considered as one of the most important factors affecting
sustainable rural development?

2. Literature Review

2-1. Internal studies

2-1-1. Fely and Collaborators In "Challenges of Iran's rural communities to achieve
sustainable development"; Rural development in the 20th century is considered to be
faced with many issues and challenges, which, in addition to environmental
problems, arouses attention to a type of development called "sustainable rural
development" (fely1389).

2-1-2. Sefidgar in "Cultural Development in Folk Beliefs of the People of
Azerbaijan"; He considers folk beliefs as a double-edged sword that can speed up
the development process in all its aspects on the one hand, and on the other hand can
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act as a brake and stop the development process. In this article, the folk beliefs of the
people of Azerbaijan have been investigated in different fields and by giving
examples, they have been divided into two groups of generative or developmental
beliefs and inhibiting or anti-developmental beliefs (sefidgar, 1386).

2-2. Foreign studies

2-2-1. Ronald Inglehart also acknowledges that in agricultural and rural societies,
the subsistence of a large part of the people was through agriculture and mainly
dependent on things of heavenly origin, such as the sun and rain; But in
industrialized societies, production was increasingly pushed into the human-made
environment (Inglehart, 1373).

2-2-2. Rogers is one of the sociologists in favor of development and modernization
in rural communities. By doing some experimental research on fatalism in the
peasant society, he believes that the peasants consider fate as the absolute power in
determining their misfortunes and successes (Rogers, 1388).

3. Methodology

In order to "explain the effect of popular beliefs on sustainable rural development"
in the current research, a qualitative approach has been used. The method of
gathering information, in this research, documents and also a technique that
according to the purposes and nature of the data used in this study; the content
analysis technique. The unit of analysis in this research, the documentary films are
about the villages of South Khorasan province. The registration unit is also the
effect and the counting unit is the sequence.

This research seeks to investigate the sustainable development in the rural
communities of Iran, but due to the fact that studying the villages of all the
provinces of the country is time-consuming and also more importantly, it may
reduce the accuracy of the survey, the villages of South Khorasan province have
been selected as the statistical community of this research.

4. Conclusion

The findings indicate that the people of the villages of South Khorasan province,
despite the problems of this region, not only did not abandon their land, but by using
local knowledge and what is considered as popular beliefs, in order to protect the
resources, economic growth and material well-being of the residents, they have used
all their efforts to feel satisfied, provide for the needs and self-sufficiency, and this
has led to the improvement of the living conditions of the people in the rural areas of
this province and as a result, the population has increased.



353 |

Considering that the main issue in this research is sustainable development, the
participation and cooperation of the villagers in various social, economic and
environmental aspects; it has both vitality and increasing alignment with sustainable
development; While the modernization development model causes the destruction
and exploitation of more resources and also pollutes the cities; Because popular
beliefs provide the interests of the future and the correct use of resources as the goal
of sustainable development.

In general, it can be said that; The division of societies in Durkheim's theory into
mechanical and organic correlation shows the movement of societies and not
necessarily the backwardness of primitive societies in the sense of an obstacle in the
direction of reaching any type of development; As the approaches of the
modernization version from the social point of view, such as; Hoziltz, put forward.

Keywords: Development, Sustainable Development, Village, Durkheim's Social
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