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Introduction

One of the social issues in Iranian society is the increasing emigration of human
capital, while human capital plays a significant role in the development process of a
society. In terms of workforce quality, a portion of human capital emigration relates
to skilled and educated labor, known as academic elites. The emigration of academic
elites as human and cultural capital, who play an influential and positive role in the
development process of a society, is a major and fundamental challenge with
negative social and economic consequences. With this concern, the research
question is: What are the barriers to the permanence of academic and scientific elites
in Iran?

Research Methodology

This research aims to discover the barriers to the permanence of academic elites
from their lived experiences using a qualitative research method. In-depth and semi-
structured interviews were used as the data collection tool, and thematic analysis
was employed for data analysis. Basic, organizing, and global themes were extracted
from the interview transcripts. The study used a combination of qualitative sampling
techniques (purposeful, theoretical, and snowball sampling). Data collection
continued until theoretical and conceptual saturation was reached. After conducting
in-depth and semi-structured interviews with 21 academic elites, ensuring maximum
diversity in sample selection, saturation was achieved.
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Results

The findings of this study show that "economic instability, job insecurity, relative
deprivation, feelings of insecurity, decline in creativity and scientific production,
weakness of the research position, lack of financial and welfare support, weakness
of the recruitment and employment system, dominance of a quantitative perspective
and lack of a differentiated perspective, bureaucratic problems and administrative
system, lack of a desirable scientific and political environment, feelings of
discrimination, cultural gap, Educational and cultural concerns for children, and
family pressures and tensions" are among the barriers to the permanence of
academic elites in Iran. These themes can be categorized into three domains:
economics, academia, and culture-politics. The global theme is the "triangle of
inefficiency" (economics, academia, culture-politics).

Discussion and Conclusion

One of the findings of this study is the dominance of market and economic rules in
the everyday life of academic elites, manifested in areas such as the
commodification of science and research, the prevalence of a quantitative
perspective in research, the dominance of quantitative assessments in scientific
evaluations, the lack of qualitative assessment of scientific achievements, reduced
opportunities to participate in international conferences and scientific gatherings,
economic insecurity, psychological insecurity, decreased income in terms of dollars,
and the prevalence of relationship-based rather than rule-based systems. While the
importance of economics and its determining role cannot be ignored, the
significance of areas such as the university and the cultural-political systems of
Iranian society should not be overlooked. Sometimes, elites experience a kind of
alienation and dissonance with the cultural and political system in their lived world,
which leads to their non-permanence and emigration from their homeland. Some of
these factors are weak research positions, bureaucratic problems and administrative
systems, lack of a desirable scientific and political environment, feelings of
discrimination, and cultural gaps.

Therefore, the everyday life of elites is trapped in multiple inefficiencies in various
economic, academic, and cultural-political realms, all of which collectively
constitute barriers to the permanence of academic elites. Additionally, elites are
caught in a struggle between the dominance of economics in everyday life and the
pursuit of non-material concerns.

The results of this study show that the economic problems of elites in Iran have not
only remained unresolved but have been continuously reproduced, and even today,
they have become more intense and widespread, with the dominance of economics
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spreading to other areas of life. Another research finding is that personal narratives
gain meaning alongside larger narratives. The findings of this study are full of
narratives demonstrating the impact of macro structures on the everyday life of
elites. The unfavorable and unpredictable economic and political conditions in Iran
are among the most significant macro structures affecting the lives of elites.

While this study provides valuable insights into the factors influencing the retention
of academic elites in Iran, it is important to acknowledge its limitations. The sample
size was relatively small, and the findings may not be generalizable to all academic
elites in Iran.

Keywords: Elite Migration, Permanence of Elites, Academic Elites, Sociology of
Migration, Social Issues in Iran.
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