Quarterly Journal of Social Development and Welfare Planning
Volume 16, Issue 62, Spring 2025, P. 35-84 2 ATU
Drd

gjsd.atu.ac.ir PRESS
DOI: doi.org/10.22054/qjsd.2024.74296.249

Government and Development of the Cultural Economy:

A Comparison of Iran and Turkey

Associate  Professor,  Department  of
Ali Entezari * Sociology, Faculty of Social Sciences,
Allameh Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran.

Professor, Department of Sociology,
Mohammad Hossein Panahi Faculty of Social Sciences, Allameh
Tabataba'i University, Tehran, Iran.

Assistant Professor of Sociology, Allameh
Fatemeh Derakhshan Tabatabaei University, Tehran, Iran.

Introduction

The cultural economy is effective in promoting economic and cultural development
through the production, distribution, and consumption of cultural industries,
generating revenue, and fostering development at various micro, medium, and
macro levels. Governments play a crucial role in development through policy-
making. One of the most important tasks of governments worldwide is policy-
making and planning in the production, distribution, and consumption processes of
cultural industries. Based on available statistics, Iran's cultural economy, despite its
abundant cultural resources and reserves, lags far behind developed countries in
terms of the income generated by the most important cultural industries. Among the
developed countries in the cultural economy, there are countries like Turkey that
have similarities with Iran in various aspects, so studying the state of its cultural
economy and how the government plays a role in it can be helpful. Therefore, the
study aims to investigate the characteristics and role-playing pattern of the
government in the development of the cultural economy by comparing the status of
the cultural economy of Iran and Turkey, and how the governments play a role in its
different sectors.

Literature Review

In recent theoretical approaches, the functioning of the government is based on a
model that emphasizes the aspects of efficiency and effectiveness that are
considered in the approaches of developmental governments, while also paying
attention to democratic aspects. In this model, the government provides space for
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growth and development by creating favorable economic, legal, and political
conditions, facilitating the participation and activity of the people, the private sector,
and social forces in various political, economic, and social arenas, and distributing
power and stabilizing coalitions. This situation is realized when a society has
achieved a level of economic, political, social, and cultural development, and legal
and institutional infrastructure should be provided by the government. Accordingly,
the government not only does not restrict the market, but also, depending on the
circumstances, provides conditions for the free activity of the market and its
constituent components, such as investors, producers, distributors, and consumers
through various methods such as development-oriented, regulatory, de-
monopolizing, and facilitating policies, which is one of the important characteristics
of developmental governments. Therefore, the government, as an influential
institution, plays an important role in establishing appropriate regulations and
effective structures for the creation and continuation of the progress of the cultural
economy, and it can facilitate the development of the cultural economy by creating
the necessary platforms in various dimensions in society.

Materials and Methods

In this study, a descriptive-analytical approach and comparative analysis based on
the case of Iran and Turkey have been used to achieve the research goal. To collect
and analyze data in Turkey and Iran, the method of document analysis and
secondary analysis has been used in the time frame of the last 50 years. Document
analysis and secondary analysis methods have been used in data collection. The
selected community is the most important upstream documents of Iran and Turkey,
and the datasets, statistics, and report results that have been examined through
qualitative coding and reanalysis methods. Furthermore, to strengthen the validity of
data collection and analysis methods, a three-tiered approach was considered,
namely, using reliable sources and documents, especially first-hand sources, creating
diversity in sources, reviewing multiple sources, quality of reading and conducting
research, and consulting with experts.

Discussion

In general, the various cultural industries of Iran and Turkey have undergone many
changes over the past century, but the characteristics of the government, the
confrontation between governments and relevant institutions, the type of policy-
making authority, and the social, economic, and cultural conditions of society have
had different effects on the growth or stagnation of these industries. The results of
the research show that the Turkish government has the characteristics of
developmental governments, and in different periods, by adhering to the approach of
neoliberalism and secularism and the basic principles in achieving development,
especially cultural, the existence of elite consensus and stability in programs has
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helped the growth and development of cultural industries in the economic
dimension. In Iran, the avoidance of a capitalist approach and the tendency towards
justice-oriented approaches after the Islamic Revolution have led to excessive
government presence in the culture and arts sector, followed by a decline in the
presence of the private and public sectors. In addition, the multiplicity of policy-
making institutions and the lack of elite consensus, the multiplicity of cultural
policies, the lack of legal and material infrastructure, the lack of favorable
international platforms, and the lack of coordination with Western cultural policies
compared to Turkey have contributed to the underdevelopment of the cultural
economy in Iran.

Conclusion

The government, as an influential institution, plays an important role in regulating
relationships, structures, and platforms that are effective in creating and sustaining
the progress of the cultural economy. Studying the situation of Turkey with
awareness and attention to some fundamental differences also shows that the
developmentalism of the government plays an important role in the growth and
development of the cultural economy. The results of the studies show that to
overcome this situation, the government should not necessarily become smaller or
reduce its presence, as was also observed in the case of Turkey; rather, it should
assign itself an appropriate role in accordance with the conditions of the cultural
industries, in their weak or strong position. The conditions of the cultural and artistic
industries in Iran are such that they require various types of legal, monetary,
financial, and spiritual support, especially for new and infant businesses and cultural
industries. In other words, governance appropriate to the development of Iran's
cultural economy requires the government to play appropriate roles in various fields
and with regard to the conditions and characteristics of cultural industries such as
film, music, books, theater, visual arts, digital games, handicrafts, tourism, etc. Most
cultural industries in Iran are in a weak state or are so-called infant industries that
require government, private, and even public support. Removing the most important
obstacles in various sectors of the cultural economy, focusing and strengthening
consensus among policy-making institutions and agencies in the development
model, and facilitating the conditions for the private and public sectors to operate
have an important impact on its growth and prosperity, which makes it necessary for
administrators and policymakers to pay attention to and focus on this sector.

Keywords: Cultural Economy, Development, Government, Comparative Study,
popularization of Cultural Economy
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