Quarterly Journal of Social Development and Welfare Planning
Volume 16, Issue 62, Spring 2025, P. 85-130 2 ATU
Drd

gjsd.atu.ac.ir PRESS
DOI: doi.org/10.22054/qjsd.2024.81989.2619

Inequality and Development: An Institutional Analysis

of the Development Process

Ph.D. Student in Social Welfare, Faculty
Mahmoud Rezaian * of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i
University, Tehran, Iran.

Professor of Sociology, Faculty of Social
Jafar Hezarjaribi Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i University,
Tehran, Tehran, Iran.

Associate Professor of Sociology, Faculty
Vahid Shalchi of Social Sciences, Allameh Tabataba’i
University, Tehran, Iran.

Introduction

The desires of all schools are the success and well-being of man. If we exclude
purely ascetic and mystical teachings, the common thread of all of them is the need
for well-being and prosperity. One of the most widely used concepts in the second
half of the twentieth century in the humanities and social sciences, especially
sociology and economics, is the concept of development. In development literature,
the concept of development has been and remains very challenging and
controversial. Since the emergence of the idea of development, there have been
diverse perceptions and expectations of development. What is raised as the issue of
the present research is what contexts and what preconditions from various social,
cultural, political, and economic arrays are required to achieve development, and
what characteristics should these various areas have so that development can be
thought of from the ground up and achieved?

Literature Review

As a general sociological concept, development can be defined as a
multidimensional process involving a change from a less to a more desirable social
status. Social inequality refers to differences between individuals or the socially
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defined positions occupied by individuals. The point that deserves to be made in this
speech is that inequality has types, varieties, and species, and in this respect, not all
inequalities are the same; in other words, it is not possible to judge all types of
inequality the same way. Sen considers the inequalities existing in human societies
to be the product of the dysfunctions of the ruling systems. The spirit of
institutionalism is to establish a systematic link between theory and environment or
to pay attention to the intertwining of theory and environment. And Greif defines an
institution as a set of institutional elements: rules, norms, beliefs, and organizations.

Materials and Methods

In this research, the inferential method is necessarily used. Explanation theory
encompasses a multitude of topics and issues that together enable our understanding
of the research agendas of many social sciences. Each explanation is an answer to a
question, which can be divided into different categories. Some can be expressed
with why-should and some with why-may. Answers to why questions often take the
form of causal explanations. The second type (how-is-it-possible) typically focuses
on the behavior of complex systems, such as complex artifacts, neural networks,
social organizations, and economic institutions. These questions are related to the
functional explanation of the system components. The logical structure of scientific
explanations is based on the principle that a specific event or order can be subsumed
under a general law or laws. Therefore, the approach of any explanation is deductive
reasoning.

Results

The likelihood of democratic survival increases if the government manages to
develop the country's economy sustainably and gradually, and continuously manages
to reduce socio-economic inequalities through effective welfare policies. If
development is understood as a deeply political process, discovering new ways in
which all internal and external resources are mobilized, directed, and utilized in a
new way to create growth and prosperity, the only agent that can and is capable of
performing this task on a national scale is the government, or a form of government
that is properly structured to perform such tasks. Theoretical studies, field research,
and empirical evidence indicate a significant relationship between negative political
culture and underdevelopment in Iran. Social development is the area of mutual
interaction in society to produce and acquire the commitment or social capital that is
necessary to create social unity.
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Discussion

Institutions whose characteristics conflict with inclusive institutions are exploitative
economic institutions. Although exploitative institutions can generate limited
growth, they usually do not produce sustainable economic growth, and this growth is
certainly not of the kind accompanied by creative destruction. And the arrangements
that support economic growth are fragile in nature. No two societies create identical
institutions. They each have distinct customs, different property systems, and even
different practices from other groups.

Conclusion

Based on the conceptual framework of the research, as well as in response to the
research questions, and as can be seen from these findings, for the convergent and
harmonious interaction of social, political, economic, cultural, and legal structures
and the institutional conditions required to achieve appropriate and proportionate
development, in a way that can lead to relative prosperity and equality, the political
institution and its complete manifestation, namely the government, must provide the
necessary conditions for taking steps and walking the path of development by
adopting coherent measures.

Keywords: Development, Inequality, Equal Development, Institutional Analysis,
Institutional Analysis of Development
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