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Introduction

Justice, as a form of soft power and a challenging concept, has a prominent
presence, with ups and downs, in Iran's five-year development plans. To ensure the
fulfillment of both quantitative and qualitative goals of the development plans,
stressing the realization of justice, there is a need for operational indicators to gauge
the goal achievement. While a disparity exists between the theoretician of justice
and the theoretician of index development, it is not possible to measure the
effectiveness of policies without the use of the expertise of indexing and its practical
application. The present research has examined the indicators of economic justice in
the five-year development plans after the Islamic Revolution.

Research Questions

The research questions are as follows: What indicators have been outlined in the
five-year development plans? The second question is: Based on what patterns are
economic justice indicators present in each of the development plans?

Literature Review

According to the seventy-five-year history of planning in Iran, studies related to
justice indicators in the first period of these programs (development and
construction programs before the revolution), in the research of Katoozian (2019),
Azimi (1980), and the reports of the World Bank (about the Gini coefficient) can be
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seen. Literature review shows that the research related to the indicators of economic
justice has intensified with more variety after the beginning of the five-year
development plans, after the revolution, and has become more productive and
practical in its historical path. For optimal use, the researches were divided into two
groups, which are briefly reviewed and critically analyzed below:

The First Group: One-dimensional indicators (recognition and classification of
indicators), which are found in the research of Pileh Forosh (2006), Paytakhti
Oskooe and Tabaghchi Akbari (2010), Eivazlu (2014), Rajaei and Moalemi (2014),
and Islami (2017). Rajaei and Moalemi believe that compiling the indicators of
economic justice requires the separation of four meanings of justice. 1. Equality 2.
Giving rights to the right holders 3. Balance 4. Moderation and differentiation
between its realms. In other words, the index-making expert must first determine
which of its meanings he intends to measure and subject to evaluation (Rajaei and
Moalemi, 2014: 90). Paytakhti Oskooe and Tabaghchi Akbari have concluded that
the poverty index hurts the human development index, but the intellectual capital
index, per capita income, government education expenditures, and government
health expenditures have a positive effect on the human development index.
(Paytakhti Oskooe and Tabaghchi Akbari, 2010: 145). In his article, Islami has come
to the conclusion that increasing the variables of GDP per capita, inflation rate, and
unemployment rate increases inequality in society, and increasing the variables of
subsidy per capita and wealth tax per capita reduces inequality. (Islami, 2017: 5).
The Second Group: Combined indicators (with a practical approach) that, in the
research of Shakeri et al. (2018), Khandoozi et al. (2018), Ezzati and Mazini
(2021), are found. Khandoozi, Mostafavi Sani, and Sar Abadani Tafreshi in the book
"An Index for Justice" have discussed thematic indicators (income and wealth
distribution indicators, poverty indicators, and composite indicators), and then the
economic justice index in Iran has been discussed. This research provides us with
the most important components of the composite index of economic justice, namely,
fair distribution of resources; opportunities and facilities based on qualifications;
attention to the rights of resources and production factors; attention to the rights of
future generations; distribution of production factors based on entitlements and the
level of participation; redistribution of income and wealth; attention to the
improvement of the welfare of society. (Khandoozi et al., 2018: 102)

Materials and Methods

The findings of the article are organized analytically. The aim of the present study,
which was derived using the content analysis technique, is to identify economic
justice indicators from the legal documents of the economic, social, and cultural
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development programs of the Islamic Republic of Iran (1989 to 2011). To identify
indicators of economic justice, three common models of free (competitive) market,
human development, and basic needs have been utilized. For this purpose, the main
components of economic justice in each of the development programs were coded
and extracted separately, and then these components were classified into three
separate models. In the next step, all components with indicators or quantitative
goals that are not related to the concept of justice were removed. The findings were
tabulated based on the frequency and type of category related to the common
economic justice model, and the content analysis technique was used to infer
repeatable data from the texts of the six development programs and research
findings.

Conclusion

The research findings showed that in the first to sixth five-year development plans,
indicators of education, health, employment, empowerment, environment with the
approach of the model of human development and economic growth, reduction of
government tenure, fiscal discipline, productivity and competitiveness with the
approach of free market model and social security, housing, Gini coefficient,
poverty alleviation with the approach of basic needs have been proposed.

Keywords: Economic Justice, Five-Year Development Plans, Indicators of
Economic Justice, Patterns of Economic Justice
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