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Introduction

Higher education is one of the institutional structures that not only affects women
but is affected by them. Women use their experiences in university to create their
own self-organized identity. Innovation and novelty in identity begin with continued
education and pave the way for their employment. The issue of identity, especially
in the 1960s and early 1970s, attracted a lot of attention. Official government
programs, publications, research, and seminars conducted in the realm of identity in
these decades indicate the vital importance of identity and related topics. Women are
at the center of identity differentiation and similarity. The university environment
and its related components, which are more in favor of changing identity
characteristics, introduce women to new identity features. On the other hand, the
body of the larger societal culture usually creates expectations with traditional
culture and identity elements. In most cases, the university leads to the emergence of
a hybrid identity that differs from the identity expected by society.

Literature Review

Previous research by Levy and Quadro (2018) indicates that women in universities
encounter values and norms that differ from their original culture. Consequently,
they undergo identity transformations during this journey. This new identity is a
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result of their interactions and confrontations with a world that is unfamiliar to them.
Additionally, according to research by Keating and Kinnic (2019), gender has a
significant impact on alienation in higher education institutions, with women
experiencing a greater sense of alienation compared to men. Furthermore, Hajiani
and Eravany (2017) demonstrated that modern identity, development, efficiency,
tolerance, and uncertainty are key factors influencing Iran's national identity in the
next decade. Rahmani and Tayyibi-nia (2017) explored the implications of higher
education for women while simultaneously fulfilling traditional household duties,
acquiring new skills and perspectives, and developing a novel, hybrid system of
values that combines traditional and modern roles.

Materials and Methods

This research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-survey in terms of
method. The statistical population of this study at all stages of the research includes
university professors, experts, social science specialists, and academic staff who
have information, academic education, or research and practical activities in this
field. To identify the triggers, in-depth interviews were conducted with 18 experts in
the first stage. To ensure the reliability, verifiability, and transferability of the data,
methods such as documenting interviews and returning the coded interviews to the
interviewees for verification were used. A second coder was also used to assess the
level of agreement and similarity of the codes.

Conclusion

Analysis shows that several factors play a role in the transformations of women's
social identity in universities. These factors include the women's liberation
movements and criticism of traditional identity. These movements, by challenging
traditional roles and expectations of women, have paved the way for a change in
women's attitudes towards themselves and their place in society. Awareness of
women's status in society and awareness of social and human rights are also other
scenarios of this research. Increased awareness of gender inequalities and
discrimination and familiarity with their rights has led women to redefine their
identity and social status. On the other hand, the collapse of traditional identity and
the emergence of new values and ideals are also important dimensions. The
weakening of traditional values and norms and their replacement with modern
values such as equality and freedom have created a new space for the formation of
diverse identities. Today's women, with more freedom and awareness, actively
participate in constructing and redefining their own identities. Therefore, another
scenario is a creative mindset and freedom in choosing identity.
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Furthermore, the present study offers three scenarios for the transformations of
women's social identity in universities over 20 years:

Scenario 1: This scenario is characterized by factors such as the segregation of
women from men in some universities, being influenced by various groups,
independence and freedom of action, feelings of frustration resulting from
interactions with some men, a sense of belonging to social groups, and the overall
university experience.

Scenario 2: In this scenario, factors such as being influenced by various individuals
and groups, the strengthening of women's sense of individuality, changes in the
nature of their past identity, and the overall university experience play a key role.

Scenario 3: This scenario is characterized by factors such as the segregation of
women from men in some universities, the combination of maternal and student
identities, feelings of frustration resulting from interactions with some men, the
formation of a hybrid identity, and the overall university experience.

Keywords: Rethinking Identity, Women's Social Identity, Micmac, Scenario
Wizard, Social Institutions
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