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Introduction

Urban spaces serve as a venue for diverse opinions and social interactions, as well as
a stage for the rhythm of daily life. With the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic
and home quarantines, people's lives changed significantly, and simultaneously,
urban public spaces experienced numerous transformations. As a result, these spaces
often lost their intended functions, becoming empty during the quarantine or
experiencing changes in their usage, presence, and overall purpose.

Literature Review

The concept of space, particularly urban space, can be understood through different
lenses, such as epistemological paradigms like determinism or relativism
(Madnipour, 2000: 12) and various theoretical frameworks, including sociology,
ecologism, culturalism, urban praxis, and the political economy of space (Afrogh,
2017: 120-121). Despite these varied definitions of urban spaces, Ashrafi et al.
(2013: 456-457) identify several general characteristics that can be used to classify
urban public spaces. Key features of urban public spaces include several approaches
proposed by different theorists. For instance, Zukin (1995) and Banerjee (2001)
argue that ownership is the most vital characteristic of urban public space. Another
approach focuses on the physical form of the public place as a defining feature.
Alternatively, some classifications emphasize vitality, which is primarily discussed
in anthropology and sociology. A fourth perspective addresses freedom and control
over space, while a fifth focuses on sociability. Regardless of these classifications, it
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is essential to adopt a multi-dimensional understanding of space to capture its
complexity.

Changes in public spaces during the COVID-19 pandemic can be analyzed through
the following dualities:

- House (Private Space) vs. City (Public Space)

- Sociability and Social Inclusion vs. Sociability and Social Isolation (Xenophobia)

- Verbal and Non-Verbal Communication vs. Isolation and Strangers (Masked
Users)

- Congestion or Density vs. Scattering or Loneliness

- Security and Presence vs. Insecurity and Lack of Presence

Materials and Methods

This article analyzes the impact of conceptual changes on the use and presence in
urban spaces, focusing on Tehran. The research employed a questioning method and
a questionnaire as tools. The target group of this research was the residents of
Tehran. Due to the pandemic conditions, an online questionnaire was used.
Considering that a significance level of 95% was targeted, the sample size was 181;
however, 204 questionnaires were completed. To assess the reliability of the results,
Cronbach's alpha coefficient was utilized, yielding a value of 0.761. This value
exceeds 0.7, indicating that the questionnaire is reliable. The validity of the
questionnaire was verified by consulting with three experts in the urban field, and
data analysis was performed quantitatively using SPSS software.

Discussion

The reduction in the presence and use of spaces can be attributed to various factors.
On one hand, there is a fear of disease, while on the other hand, a sense of
responsibility, including compliance with health protocols and a desire to avoid
crowds, contributes to this decline. As a result, new and different types of presence
and activities have emerged. Additionally, people's preferences and their fatigue
with ongoing restrictions have led to a greater tendency to seek out more suitable
spaces. Many individuals now tend to utilize available streets and parks to foster
social connections. Moreover, examining changes in people's feelings about these
spaces reveals shifts in emotional responses, reflecting both positive and negative
experiences. For instance, the most dominant positive feeling associated with
spending time in urban spaces has been linked to the relief and change brought about
by home quarantine, followed closely by the joy of social interaction. However,
negative feelings among people are largely influenced by external conditions, such
as fear of illness, non-compliance with health protocols, and the necessity of social



265 |

distancing. These factors have fostered feelings of fear and insecurity in public
spaces. While the examples studied suggest that people's engagement can play a
vital role in reclaiming urban and neighborhood areas, the situation in Tehran
illustrates that people's activities have been very limited. Most actions have been
individual and taken in accordance with health protocols, rather than collective. In
terms of government response, most actions have occurred at a micro level,
primarily consisting of awareness campaigns and warning announcements. At the
same time, people's expectations of the government and affiliated organizations
included the same measures. Only a small number of respondents have called for
better design and planning of urban spaces, as well as an increase in their
availability.

Conclusion

In conclusion, several general considerations should be acknowledged:

- The urban public space is an integral part of citizens' daily lives.

- There is a need to change and adapt these spaces to enhance and revitalize the
city's public areas.

- The significance of both neighborhood public spaces and urban public spaces
cannot be overlooked.

- The capabilities of the space and the active involvement of individuals in areas
with potential are essential.

- It is important to trust and delegate responsibility to the community while
assessing the level of risk involved.
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