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1. Introduction 

This study examines the transformation of high

understanding as “global citizens” in the city of Rasht. The central question is how, 

within the everyday contexts of school and nei

encounters with digital media and intercultural contacts into an experience of a 

“globalized self,” and what implications this process holds for formal education. The 

social backdrop of the study is the expansion of afforda

networks, and cross-border flows of commodities and symbols

have made local and national meaning

influenced styles of life, language, music, and even patterns of friendship. I

situation, schools’ expectations of the “ideal student” can at times come into tension 

with adolescents’ global sensibilities and horizons. Adopting an experience

and context-sensitive approach, the article explores the mechanisms of this 

tension/synergy through adolescents’ lived narratives and, on that basis, offers 

implications for educational policy and curriculum design

 

2. Literature Review

The literature on cultural globalization underscores time

expanding cross-border flows of meaning; adolescents increasingly circulate within 

networks of global scale. The present study draws on complementary ideas: time
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This study examines the transformation of high-school adolescents’ self

understanding as “global citizens” in the city of Rasht. The central question is how, 

within the everyday contexts of school and neighborhood, adolescents translate 

encounters with digital media and intercultural contacts into an experience of a 

“globalized self,” and what implications this process holds for formal education. The 

social backdrop of the study is the expansion of affordable mobile internet, social 

border flows of commodities and symbols—developments that 

have made local and national meaning-boundaries more permeable and have 

influenced styles of life, language, music, and even patterns of friendship. I

situation, schools’ expectations of the “ideal student” can at times come into tension 

with adolescents’ global sensibilities and horizons. Adopting an experience

sensitive approach, the article explores the mechanisms of this 

ension/synergy through adolescents’ lived narratives and, on that basis, offers 

implications for educational policy and curriculum design. 

Literature Review  

The literature on cultural globalization underscores time–space compression and 

border flows of meaning; adolescents increasingly circulate within 

networks of global scale. The present study draws on complementary ideas: time
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school adolescents’ self-

understanding as “global citizens” in the city of Rasht. The central question is how, 

ghborhood, adolescents translate 

encounters with digital media and intercultural contacts into an experience of a 

“globalized self,” and what implications this process holds for formal education. The 

ble mobile internet, social 

developments that 

boundaries more permeable and have 

influenced styles of life, language, music, and even patterns of friendship. In this 

situation, schools’ expectations of the “ideal student” can at times come into tension 

with adolescents’ global sensibilities and horizons. Adopting an experience-centered 

sensitive approach, the article explores the mechanisms of this 

ension/synergy through adolescents’ lived narratives and, on that basis, offers 

space compression and 

border flows of meaning; adolescents increasingly circulate within 

networks of global scale. The present study draws on complementary ideas: time–

                                                     

Esmaeilzadeh Limodehi, Z; Alirezanejad, S; Rahmati, M. M. (2026). 
anding as Global Citizens: A Study of the Lived Experiences 

Journal of Social Development and Welfare 



 
 
  
  
  
  
  
  

Quarterly Journal of Social Develoment and- | Vol.16 | No. 65 | Winter 2026 | 36 

space compression and disembedding, which enable simultaneous presence in 

“here/elsewhere”; cultural flows and imaginative spaces, which move styles of 

dress, music, language, and consumption; the network society, which reminds us of 

unequal access to digital infrastructures and cultural capital; and heightened 

sensitivities to risk and inequality at a global scale, which invite normative re-

examination. Together, these perspectives guide the analysis toward understanding 

“global citizenship” not as a fixed normative label but as a fluid, negotiated field of 

experience in which adolescents selectively recombine local/global values and 

identities, shift reference authorities, and redefine agency in relation to wider 

networks. 

 

3. Method 

The study employs a qualitative design in the form of educational ethnography. The 

field comprised three public high schools in Rasht. Fifteen female and male students 

from grades 10–12 participated via purposive sampling aimed at capturing diverse 

experiences. Data were gathered through participant observation in school and 

surrounding spaces, field notes, and semi-structured interviews. With informed 

consent, interviews were audio-recorded and fully transcribed. Transcripts and field 

notes were organized and coded in MAXQDA 2022. Thematic analysis proceeded in 

a combined inductive–deductive manner: open codes were first extracted from 

narratives and then clustered and interpreted in light of the conceptual framework. 

Ethical procedures included confidentiality, the possibility of withdrawal at any 

stage, and the use of pseudonyms. Credibility was supported through triangulation 

of data sources, peer debriefing, and member checking on selected findings. 

 

4. Findings 

Findings coalesced around five interrelated themes: 

1. Globalization of everyday experience. Social media, music, online gaming, and 

video content function as channels of contact with transnational patterns; 

adolescents reconfigure vocabulary, dress, aesthetic taste, and conversational styles. 

Alongside a heightened “sense of being in the world,” this generates 

intergenerational gaps with parents and at times with teachers. 

2. Globalization of values. Respect for difference, individual choice in dress and 

lifestyle, and sensitivity to human rights and the environment are selectively 

internalized. Yet tensions with formal school rules and family expectations recur 

across narratives. 

3. Strengthened critical stance. Continuous exposure to competing narratives and 

cross-border comparison stimulates questioning of instructional quality, power 

relations at school, and gender stereotypes. This manifests in micro-practices—

careful selection of news sources, peer dialogue, and teacher-directed claims-

making—and informs future educational and occupational aspirations. 
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4. Identity dynamism. Shifts in reference groups from family to peer circles and 

influencers, reconsideration of prior beliefs, and the emergence of hybrid 

(local/global) identities are salient. “Movement” appears as a core value—

movement in knowledge (language learning), in space (travel/potential migration), 

and in networks (expanding connections)—producing both motivation and the 

anxiety of comparison and competition. 

5. Salience of the individual self and agency. Self-confidence, independence, and 

personal planning gain legitimacy. When schools create opportunities for 

collaborative projects, problem-based learning, and intercultural dialogue, they 

become platforms for rehearsing global citizenship; when they default to discipline 

and rote transmission, affective and symbolic distance from students grows. 

 

5. Discussion and Conclusion 

For participants, “global citizenship” is not a static identity but a fluid, negotiated 

process in which they navigate between cosmopolitan attractions, local 

commitments, and structural constraints (including unequal digital access and 

differences in cultural/economic capital). Educational policy should take this fluidity 

as a given and, rather than prescribing fixed normative packages, embed reflective 

and intercultural learning opportunities within the curriculum. Practical 

recommendations include: strengthening media and comparative literacy in upper 

secondary education; designing interdisciplinary units on global issues (climate, 

health, migration) connected to local life; teaching skills of intercultural dialogue 

and diverse teamwork; and creating school spaces for responsible student agency 

(thematic clubs and service-learning projects). In parallel, psychosocial support is 

needed to help manage anxieties arising from cross-border comparison and 

competitive pressure. In sum, the globalization of everyday life reshapes 

adolescents’ understandings of “self,” “other,” and “future.” By recognizing this 

reality—and converting difference into a learning opportunity—schools can help 

cultivate critical, responsible, and capable citizens for an interconnected world. 

 

Keywords: Globalization, Global Citizenship, Social Identity, High School Students 

of Rasht, Ethnography 
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1. digital divide 
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