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1. Introduction

The present study was conducted with the aim of developing a qualitative model of
social hope of Kurdistan province veterans. The method of qualitative research and
thematic analysis has been implemented. The target community in the research is the
community of veterans of Kurdistan province.

2. Literature Review

Based on the conducted reviews, it appears that there is no accumulated body of
knowledge in the field of social hope among veterans; therefore, the best
approach is to integrate competing theories. Combining and integrating various
explanatory factors can provide a deeper understanding of the phenomenon of
social hope and enrich the related theoretical literature. The most important
theories drawn upon in this research include Snyder’s Hope Theory, as well as
the perspectives of Emile Durkheim and George Herbert Mead. According to
Snyder’s theory, hope is defined as a pattern of thinking in which individuals
possess both the ability to identify pathways toward desired goals (referred to as
pathway thinking) and the motivation to pursue those pathways, known as
agency thinking. They also developed and validated a self-report trait indicator
known as the Hope Scale (Snyder, 1995: 355).
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3. Methodology

The research method is applied in terms of purpose and qualitative-exploratory in
terms of the nature of the data. The findings are based on semi-structured interviews
with elites, from which the main themes and sub-themes were extracted through
coding and thematic analysis. In the first stage, semi-structured interviews were
conducted with 10 experts, including university professors, specialists, and veterans,
selected through purposive sampling until theoretical saturation was reached. This
stage aimed to identify the components affecting the formulation of a qualitative
model of social hope among veterans in Kurdistan Province.

4. Results

The findings of the study identified 11 main components and 37 sub-themes,
including economic status, injustice and feelings of inequality, life dissatisfaction,
mental health and the prevention of social harms, employment, religiosity,
meritocracy, feelings of powerlessness, security, and social trust. Based on these
results, and according to the views of the elites participating in the study, the
indicators of social hope among veterans require greater attention and promotion by
the officials of the Martyrs Foundation, particularly with regard to livelihood and
employment, as well as social trust, prevention of social harms, and security. In
order to enhance the social hope of veterans, it is recommended that greater
importance be attached to improving the conditions affecting this valuable social

group.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Considering the qualitative tests used (coding), the main components of the study on
social hope among veterans in Kurdistan Province are: the theme of economic
conditions, the theme of injustice and perceived inequality, the theme of life
dissatisfaction, the theme of mental health and prevention of social harms, the theme
of employment, the theme of religiosity, the theme of meritocracy, the theme of
powerlessness, the theme of security, and the theme of social trust.

Therefore, the greatest direct effect is related to the theme of economic conditions
on the social hope model of veterans and wounded veterans in Kurdistan Province,
with a value of 0.54. Based on the above findings, it is observed that the construct
validity index for all components of the social hope model of veterans and wounded
veterans in Kurdistan Province has a positive relationship with the elements
constituting the social hope model, with emphasis on the indicators of social hope
among veterans in the province.
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The results of the present study are consistent with the findings of Taheri Damaneh
et al. (2020), Mills (1959), Snyder (1991), Tiger (2017), and Stetslein (2009). In
explaining these results, it can be stated that economic challenges, especially rising
inflation and declining incomes, have affected the veteran population of Kurdistan
Province the most. Their livelihood problems largely stem from the significant
decline in household income, which in turn has led to increased dissatisfaction with
life and reduced happiness.
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