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1. Introduction

The Great Seljuk era (431-591 AH / 1040-1194 CE) marks a
decisive juncture in medieval Iran, wherein socio-political
structures crystallized at the confluence of Iranian, Islamic,
and Turkic traditions. This study examines social service
through these epistemic traditions, conceptualizing it not as a
modern ‘welfare state’ but as measures deployed by the
Seljuk state to consolidate legitimacy, preserve order, and

support diverse strata; actions that, far from scattered
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expedients, reflected the epistemic foundations governing its

social orientations.

In this regard, the principal question of this research is: how
was the plurality of the Iranian, Islamic, and Turkic epistemic
sources reflected in the formation of the idea and pattern of
social service in the Seljuk era? The central hypothesis holds
that the pattern of social service in this period was not the
product of an isolated tradition, but the outcome of the
interaction and co-presence of these three sources within the
matrix of governance, such that the shared welfare principles

of each tradition were transformed, under Seljuk rule.

To explain this mechanism, the Iranian tradition, through its
enduring legacy of statecraft, structured the administrative
systems, the Islamic tradition, as the value foundation, gave
substance to the jurisprudential and ethical dimensions of
protection; and the Turkic tradition, emphasizing tribal and
nomadic-military cohesion, supplied the executive arm for

realizing these policies.
2. Literature Review

Historical studies of the Seljuk period, including the works of

Lambton, Bosworth, and Peacock, have concentrated



predominantly on the structure of power and the divan
system, treating social service merely as a secondary
consequence of political stability; consequently, this domain,
as an independent subject with its own epistemic
underpinnings, has remained neglected in classical

scholarship.

Also, Existing works on institutions such as the wagf,
including the work of Sarafrazi, Mashhadi, and Rostami
«emain entangled in one-dimensional, structural, or
ahistorical analyses. These studies overlook the linkage
between welfare concepts and epistemic sources within the
context of Seljuk governance and fail to expound a

comprehensive model of social service.

Moving beyond such restricted approaches, the present
research examines, for the first time, the interaction and
entanglement of the three Iranian, Islamic, and Turkic
traditions as the foundation of the Seljuk pattern of social
service. Its innovation lies in offering a coherent analysis of
the social policymaking emanating from these epistemic

traditions within the structure of the state.

3. Methodology



This research adopts a descriptive-analytical approach,
drawing upon the method of historical analysis to investigate
the foundations of the pattern of social service in the Seljuk
period. The process comprised the collection and critical
examination of textual sources, including the Persian
mirrors-for-princes literature, Islamic works, and the written
Turkic heritage. By extracting key concepts from these
sources, an attempt has been made to elucidate the connection
between the aforementioned epistemic traditions and the
operational patterns of governance in the domain of welfare

and social protection.
4. Conclusion

With the aim of explicating the intellectual origins and mode
of formation of the pattern of social service in the Seljuk era,
this study undertook a comparative examination of the
Iranian, Islamic, and Turkic traditions. The findings
demonstrate that social service in this period cannot be
regarded simply as the outgrowth of an independent
intellectual tradition; rather, this system took shape, in a
systematic fashion, within the matrix of the interaction and
co-presence of diverse traditions. Accordingly, the

fundamental innovation of the present article is its movement



beyond mere description toward a new analytical articulation
of the social history of this age, showing that the performance
of the Seljuk state in the sphere of welfare and social
protection was the aggregate outcome of the intertwining of

these three epistemic traditions.

The sources reveal that each tradition performed a distinct yet
complementary function. The Islamic tradition, emphasizing
values such as justice and mutual social solidarity ¢<provided
the principal foundation and the normative and ethical bases
of social service. The Iranian tradition, rooted in the historical
experience of statecraft and the divan system, furnished the
state with the greatest share of the administrative and
managerial mechanisms for organizing social affairs and
realizing welfare policies. The Turkic socio-political
tradition, relying on bonds of loyalty and the preservation of
political order and authority, created the practical conditions

for implementing these policies within the structure of power.

Comparative analysis further demonstrated that a set of
shared principles and concepts existed among these
traditions, functioning as their points of articulation: social
justice, the provision of livelthood and public welfare,

cooperation and social solidarity, the protection of vulnerable



strata, and the maintenance of social order and security were
emphasized in all three traditions. It was precisely these
conceptual commonalities that enabled elements drawn from
the different traditions to be accommodated within an

integrative model of Seljuk governance.

wherein Islamic values imparted a religious and ethical
orientation to social policies; the Iranian administrative
tradition supplied the executive mechanisms for their
realization; and the Turkic politico-military tradition, by
establishing political authority, made their implementation
feasible. The social policies of the period thus ceased to be
diffuse and crystallized into a relatively coherent ensemble of

social and governing functions.

In sum, the pattern of social service in the Seljuk era emerges
as an integrative, multidimensional model born of three
intellectual and institutional sources, yielding a framework of
social governance in which justice, public welfare, social
protection, and the preservation of order stand as the principal

pillars of Seljuk social policy.

Keys: Social Services, Great Seljuks, Epistemic Plurality,

Persian Tradition, Islamic Tradition, Turkic Tradition
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“The survival of the state dependson
justice, fairness, and development”

(Nizam al-Mulk)
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