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1. Introduction

Despite the claims by the Iranian post-revolution governments on providing social
welfare in Iran, it is necessary to assess their welfare programs especially in the field
of social justice (distributive, routine, and interactive.) Meanwhile, citizens
themselves are the most appropriate references in assessing welfare, because these
programs are to promote both quantitatively and qualitatively their welfare and
comfort. Therefore, based on the triple principles of distributive justice including
fairness, equity, and need, citizens want resources and rewards to be distributed
equally based on different individuals’ or units’ participation and needs.

In the present research, selecting Khorramabad (Lorestan province) to study the
feeling of distributive justice regarding the public welfare programs, aside from the
researcher’s interests, has strong roots in the relation and correlation between

welfare and geographical indices and ethnical differences. Despite the social
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sensitivities in Iranian underprivileged provinces, the subject hasn’t been discussed
as it ought to be in the researches carried out on the social welfare issues. The most
of the researches assessing Iranian post-revolution governments’ welfare programs
are elite-based or text-based and, they haven’t paid attention to the welfare construct
from the standpoint of citizens. On the other hand, considering economic and social
crises in Iran and consequences of Corona-virus outbreak, with most of the society’s
individuals falling under poverty threshold and to lower levels, and with the needs
on Maslow’s needs hierarchy becoming prominent, some new impacts resulting
from welfare justice issues could be seen in comparison with the past decades.

Therefore, the necessity to do the present research has been doubled.

2. Methodology

Quantitative approach along with cross-sectional survey were used in the present
research. According to census by the Iranian Statistics Center, Khorramabad
citizens, as the research statistical population, include 373416 individuals. Based on
the Cochran formula, the sample number was estimated as 384. But, for the sake of
compensating sample drop, 400 individuals were selected as the available sample.
Sampling was done using a combination of cluster sampling and disproportionate
classification. Questionnaire with face validity was used to gather data. According to
the Cronbach’s Alpha, the reliability of all the questionnaire’s variables was above

0.7.

3. Findings

The research’s results showed that among Khorramabad citizens the level of feeling
of distributive justice with regard to the social welfare is low, only 2.4 percent of the
individuals had high levels of the feeling. Regarding some dimensions for example,
job, employment, and leadership they feel more discrimination but, regarding some
other dimensions for example, individuals’ freedom, and media and communication
utilization minimum levels of the feeling were reported.

The examination of hypotheses showed that the wvariables social welfare

requirements, trusting to the governments’ welfare programs, and economic capital
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were in a stronger correlation with the variable the feeling of distributive justice.
The findings of regression analysis showed that the independent variables predict
50.8 percent of the variance variable the feeling of distributive justice regarding the

governments’ social welfare programs.

4. Conclusion

Referring to the citizens’ objectivity on the distribution of job and employment
opportunities, the position of Lorestan province is low in the geography of
distribution of job and employment opportunities in Iran. Also, the feeling of high
discrimination in the dimension of leadership reflected weaknesses in recognizing
justice indices in the courts, equity in recognizing the laws, the right of candidacy,
political rights, the right of protest and showing dissatisfaction. Meanwhile, the
citizens’ pessimistic view of the welfare future in Iran needs to be reflected upon.
The research’s results were in accordance with the selected theoretical framework of
Giddens’ s theory. It means that the resources and facilities in the governments’
programs are distributed based on the available rules and resources. Therefore, the
citizens’ assessments of the programs were reflected in their feeling of distributive
justice. Different social variables including social-economic position, gender, media
influence, value-political orientations, which influence the individuals’ needs,
influenced their assessment.

With the feeling of distributive justice disengaged from the variables social capital,
trusting the analyses by foreign media, level of education, and the conditions of
employment, a decline in Maslow’s hierarchy of needs and economic conditions in
Iran could be seen. It seems that the economic factors, especially individual and
social needs during economic crisis in the recent years and Corona-virus outbreak
and its destructive social and economic impacts along with the domination of
atmosphere of hopelessness, have reduced the people’s feeling of distributive justice
with its different dimensions to lower levels.

Following the research’s results, it seems necessary to consider underprivileged
provinces and the ethnical indices in reviewing the welfare policymaking process.

The restoration of the feeling of distributive justice among Khorramabad citizens in
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different dimensions can be realized only by improving the situation in this city in

the nine dimensions of welfare, employment in particular.
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