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Abstract Masoomeh Ghaseml PhD candidate in economic sociology and development,
University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran.

Despite a wide range of documents, articles, and circles that increasingly cite "Social
Capital" as a way to promote the health, family social capital is a missing link in cancer
studies. Family is the platform for the formation of people's experiences and
understanding, the occurrence of illness can affect this space, connections and meanings
related to it. The meanings and experiences of women more than men, compared to the
outer space, are formed in connection with this space, therefore, the social capital of the
family is the most important source of support for them, especially when facing
challenges such as illness. In this study, a qualitative approach with an emphasis on
interpretive phenomenological method was used to understand the perception and lived
experience of women suffering from cancer and their families of mutual norms in family
ties. Field data were collected using interview techniques and data saturation criteria. The
respondents included women with cancer referred to Omid Hospital in Urmia and a
family member who accompanies them to the treatment center. Analysis and coding of
data show that some themes such as the break in the structure of family social capital
(Mother first, wife last) and the negative social capital in the participants' experiences
indicate how social capital within the family has adversely affected the health of women
suffering from cancer. The themes of silence / protest, cohesion in emergency situation,
and hidden mediation suggest that social capital is reciprocally affected by the disease
and it can somehow be strengthened by it.
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