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1. Introduction:

In Iranian culture, due to the existence of many contexts and the existence of
multiple sources of justice that have been gathered from the era before Islam, after
Islam and then the arrival of modernity, definitions of justice are made in everyday
life, which not only are mostly contradictory or Cross-sectional, but they also have
challenges with the official discourse definitions of this concept.

In the last few decades, due to the spread of social networks and the possibility of
self-expression and dialogue between users, the sources of justice have become
more numerous and, consequently, the plurality of opinions about it has become
more intense. These definitions, which seem to be unique and contextual, are
completely different from the fixed definition of justice in the eyes of politicians,
which is usually fixed for decades. In the long run, this divergence will have
negative effects such as wide social and political gap, alienation at all levels, feeling
of indifference and non-participation in the society. Can we basically talk about the
fixed and specific views of the youth about justice that are built at the level of
everyday life? To what extent do these definitions agree with the views of

policymakers regarding youth justice?

* Corresponding Author: entezari@atu.ac.ir

How to Cite: Veisi, S; Zokaei, M. S; Entezari, A. (2023). Comparative Study of Youth
Perspectives on Justice in Cyberspace and Policy Making, Journal of Social Development and
Welfare Planning, 14 (55). 1-46.

Original Reserch

Received: 6/10/2021 Review: 22/5/2022 Accepted: 2/6/2022

ISSN: 2345-492X

eISSN: 2476-6429



Quarterly Journal of Social Develoment and... | Vol.14 | No. 54 | Spring 2022 | 2

2. Literature Review:

Aguilar San Juan (2006) believes that marginalized youth should be at the center of
conceptualizing their issues. The problems that they face, instead of a short-term
approach that focuses on the deficiencies, culture or behavioral characteristics of the

individual, requires knowledge about the history and collective culture.

3. Methodology:

The main method in the current research is virtual ethnography. The field of study
includes all young users who are members of social networks and sampling was
done from all the pages of young people who in Iran, in social networks Facebook,
Twitter, Instagram and YouTube in some way express themselves and or had a
conversation about justice.

By using the theoretical sensitivity of the previous theories, the themes obtained
from the data were extracted and the policy texts related to the youth were analyzed

to measure the degree of convergence between them.

4. Results:

Research findings: In the findings of the virtual space, it was observed that the
definition of distributive justice is similar to the policy maker's attitude and includes
the minimum subsistence needs and the commodity definition of goods.

Although the second development plan shows an effort to provide structural support,
the commodity definition of goods still exists.

There is also a serious criticism of "Centrism" in cyberspace. The decentralized
approach that started in the second plan, included more villages in the fifth plan, and
was broader and more infrastructural in the sixth plan. Usually, the distinction in the
distribution of goods is made in the case of groups that have always been considered
in the law, and usually the different groups of young people, who are always "Other"
in practice, are not reflected in the laws.

Positive discrimination started from the second plan, and although an attempt was

made to include the distinction more widely from the fourth plan, it may increase the
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feeling of injustice in the long term in the groups that are not included in these
distinctions.

In Iranian virtual space not only in the distribution of goods but also in the definition
of its structural procedures (Procedural justice), the definition given by the politician
is preferable. Usually, no word is said about which people or groups should be able
to provide the definition of goods and their redistribution, or according to what
principles this redistribution should take place. Informational justice does not only
include asking for the necessary explanations about the way of implementation of
gifts and various issues, especially the national situation, but it also includes the
"Want of agency" of the users.

Users feel powerless and lack of interpersonal justice due to the fact that some
people enjoy more benefits, and that they have achieved dignity and a position
unattainable for others, which in various cases, this feeling of resentment can be
seen. Epistemic justice includes the distance between the definitions of people and
policymakers due to the existence of their different meanings, and includes various
issues from economic to judicial.

Epistemic injustice shows itself in the contrast between the opinions of young
people and policy makers, the problematization of difference, and the resistance to
the establishment of meanings in policy making.

In the six development programs, the economic participation of the people is mainly
considered and the definition of "Participation" is very "Limited, general and
vague". Political parties and people's organizations that lead to the involvement of
young people in major decisions have not been created. In the examined documents
and specifically the documents related to the Supreme Council of the Cultural
Revolution in the discussions related to the lifestyle of the youth, the diversity of the
lifestyles of different groups has been neglected, and by presenting the youth model
according to the official discourse, all groups have been otherization. This
pathological attitude towards youth culture in recent years by policing and
judicializing issues, has turned the field of cultural politics into a field for
objectifying women and stigmatizing various youth groups. Despite this, some of

the documents and approvals that have not been continued, have emphasized the
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participation of the youth in various matters. By operationalizing them, important

steps can be taken to reduce informational and epistemic injustice.

5. Conclusion:

The sense of justice among Iranian youth will only arise when the deepest levels of
justice, including epistemic justice, have been formed. This kind of justice will be
possible only if an environment of official dialogue between the policy maker and
the youth is created. At present, many criticisms and negative emotions, including
anger, hatred, frustration and boredom, have been transferred to cyberspace as the
most accessible and freest opinion space. With the increase of youth activism in the
public arena of the society through the formation, increase and improvement of the
performance of NGOs and youth parties, due to the creation of a sense of justice in

the basic meaning, the society becomes lively and dynamic.

Keywords: Distributive and Procedural Justice, Informational Justice, Epistemic

Justice, Cyberspace, Policy makings, Perspectives on Justice.
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