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1. Introduction
Today, one of the social harms in most societies, especially in developing countries,
is the presence of children who work and live in the streets. Working children must
deal with stress such as providing shelter and feeding, daily harassment and abuse,
living in a chaotic and adult-controlled environment. Many working children have
no idea and expectations of the future. Expectation of the future includes the
cognitive elements of individuals viewpoints, interests and concerns about the
future. Having positive thoughts for the future increases hope. Therefore,
expectations from the future and the fulfillment of these expectations are important
for the development of oneself and societies. Individual and contextual differences
related to age, gender, socio-economic status and family background have a mutual
effect on future expectations (Nurmi, 2005:31). Due to the deprivation of their basic
citizenship and childhood rights, and being forced to work instead of pursuing
education and leisure, working children probably do not have a correct idea of the
future. They see the future as dire and terrible as today. Also, the evidence in
adolescents suffering from social harm shows that having positive perceptions about
the future is a protective factor against risky behaviors (McWhirter & McWhirter,
2008: 182). Instead of having a hopeful and well-planned future and growing up in a
safe and intimate family environment, these children and teenagers grow up in the
streets and alleys, which is a very unsafe and harmful environment and they are
deprived of love and education, which is their most basic need. Many studies have
been proposed about working children. Quantitative researches cannot provide in-
depth information about future expectations in children and adolescents, and
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qualitative researches are needed for a better understanding. Therefore, this research
was conducted with the aim of investigating the expectations of the future in
working children and adolescents.

2. Literature Review

Many studies have been done on working children, but no research was found that
qualitatively examined the expectations of the future in working children. Watkins
and Zyck (2014) in their study entitled "Living on hope, hoping for Education: The
failed response to the Syrian refugee crisis" concluded that poverty and the lack of
education can result in lower hope for the future in children. In their study,
Hendricks et al. (2015) investigated life aspirations among adolescents from a low-
income community in Cape Town, South Africa. The results show that self-efficacy,
self-esteem and social support are the most important factors affecting the
aspirations of teenagers.

3. Methodology

This study conducted a qualitative design using thematic analysis method. A total of
12 working children and adolescents who lived in Sari city, Iran, were selected using
purposeful sampling method. The sampling continued until their answers saturated.
A semi-structured interview used to collect information. Interviews were analyzed
using grounded theory method via open, central and selective coding.

4. Results

The results showed that the categories related to expectations from the future are
classified in five dimensions: Compensating for the past for children (including
giving freedom to children, raising children correctly and repaying love for
children), striving while being contentment (including proving yourself to others and
being content), trust-in-God (including hoping for God's help and believing in
destiny), planning for the future, including (forward thinking, dreaming for the
future, purposefulness, seeking peace, seeking job security, wishing for health for
the family and conscious marriage) and pessimism (including two concepts of
pessimism towards the future and negative attitude towards dreams). The
relationship between the categories was shown with a paradigm model that focused
on effort and contentment. Effort while contentment was one of the most important
categories that working children and adolescents envisioned for their future. This
category was more attractive and important than other categories and covers other
categories as well and is considered as a central phenomenon.
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5. Conclusion

According to the findings of the study, it can be concluded that working children
suffered from lack of love, lack of facilities due to poverty and longing for a
minimal life quality. All these factors made these people to provide conditions for
their children in the future, so that the problems they had in their childhood will not
affect their children. Some children had come to believe that they can make a better
future for themselves by choosing the right goal, having a plan for the future and
trusting in God. One of the limitations of the present study was the small number of
samples and the lack of sufficient diversity in terms of the education level of the
child, parents, and other demographic variables.
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