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1. Introduction

Nowadays, tourism seeks to gain experience and return to the knowledge of the
beliefs and traditions of local communities. Localization is one of the discourses that
have been raised and paid attention to in the field of new development paradigms.
According to past experiences, many indigenous techniques and methods are the
same methods of creating sustainable development due to their compatibility with
the environment. This issue is defined in the case of tourism in indigenous
knowledge, eco-tourism, eco-tourism accommodation, event tourism and rural and
nomadic tourism. This research explores the (positive) effects of the localization

phenomenon on tourism in the east of Golestan province.
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2. Literature Review

The current world needs to shape sustainable tourism with an emphasis on the

values of local culture. Recent research has revealed the importance and position of

tourism localization. (Stienmetz, 2022:14)

For this reason, in the following, we point out the most important works that have

been done in this field:

A review of previous researches

researchers The name of the research Methodology Results
Tourism eco-residences are an Ecotourism residences
Takolan, Ali. opportunity for sustainable play an effective role
Dawari, Aytek. development, a case study: Case Study in the sustainable
(2017) Eco-tourism capacities of East development of local
Azerbaijan province. communities.
With the adaptation of
L . . rural architecture to
) Investigating the relationship )
Pirzad, Ahmed. o nature and the optimal
L between eco-tourism in rural o
Riyahi . ) use of existing
architecture and rural Library o
Moghadam, facilities (such as the
economy (temperate and research )
Sasha. ] use of organic
humid areas, hot and dry ) )
(2017) materials), its
areas) o
sustainability increases
in all areas.
Localization by
Localization in the field of o
Jumapour, i revitalizing local
rural development and the role | Theoretical- )
Mahmoud. o . methods is an approach
of local knowledge in its analytical ) )
(2014) to achieve sustainable

process

development




303 | Localization as an Effective Approach ..., Moradi & Partners

From the point of view
of preserving

ecotourism resources,

help and guidance
Challenges and new )
Fernandes, G . o Theoretical- | should be sought from
opportunities for tourism in . .
(2022) analytical local communities on
land terrories

how to plan and ways
to preserve natural
resources and

sustainable tourism.

Paying attention to
intangible heritage
elements has become

Miller R.Kendall Travel and Tourism Market Theoretical-
one of the approaches

(2022) Research analytical ) )
to paying attention to
local values in tourism
planning.
3. Methodology

From a methodological point of view, according to the key questions and objectives
of the research, this article is conducted with a qualitative research method. The
approach appropriate to the work of anthropology, i.e. ethnography, is used as an
operational research method in which the researcher studies behaviors, actions and
phenomena in their natural environment. Collecting information using fixed
anthropological methods, such as direct and participatory observation, in-depth
interviews, searching past or current documents has been used. Thematic analysis

approach will be used for data analysis.

4. Discussion
Local knowledge includes the most important part of localization intourism, which
leads to the creation and development of ecotourism accommodations and is the

most significant manifestation of localization in the field of tourism. In ecotourism,
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one of the most important principles is helping to protect the traditional and native
values of local communities, and numerous researches confirm this. The result of
Wood's research is that one of the basic characteristics of ecotourism is paying
special attention to local communities along with preserving their natural
environment, customs and culture (Wood, 2016: 482). The cultural interactions of
local communities with tourists lead to the display of traditional clothing, rituals and
ceremonies derived from the traditional culture of native communities in order to
introduce the indicators that indicate the authenticity of natives to tourists. Carrying
out such activities for a long time helps to preserve the traditions, customs and
ethnic and cultural identity of the natives. Researchers in this field believe that this
process causes the reconstruction and revival of ethnocentrism and that tourists help

the natives to preserve their identity (Mansperger: 1995: 22).

5. Conclusion

Through its findings, this research shows that the sciences related to cultural policy
and development, such as anthropology, which can be called heritage and identity
sciences, can define the program related to sustainable tourism. Ecotourism is based
on elements such as experiencing cultural, natural and biological differences.
Because anthropology tries to create and promote peaceful cultural exchanges and
diversity through direct knowledge of cultures, it can help plans to strengthen
sustainable tourism. Many important elements in eco-tourism such as indigenous
knowledge, ethnic and local food, traditional clothing, ritual and pilgrimage are
possible only by using the science of anthropology. Undoubtedly, the use of these
elements in ecotourism requires knowledge of local cultures, and anthropology

provides it for policy makers and development planners.

Keywords: Localization, Sustainable Tourism, Ecotourism Accommodation,
Cultural Ecology, Indigenous knowledge.
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